


MTERA TEMPLATE COMMENT LETTERS
To Midwest State Governors
Wisconsin

NOTE: MTERA recommends that you begin your comment letter with introductory remarks regarding the signatory position within the Tribe. The more individualized the letter, the greater its potential impact. Feel free to add your own arguments or specific stories that will make this educational for your state governor. This letter should be sent on Tribal letterhead and signed by the Tribe’s leader with key staff included in the letter to help coordinate the consultation.  Be sure to replace the highlighted text with your own text. If you need help sending your letter to your state governor or to your established state contacts, please contact MTERA for assistance by emailing andy.bessler@mtera.org

DATE

Honorable Governor Tony Evers
State of Wisconsin
P.O. Box 7863
Madison, WI 53707

Dear Honorable Governor Evers:

On behalf of the [TRIBE’S NAME], I am requesting government-to-government consultation with you and/or your delegated representative to discuss the concerns included below regarding the sudden and concerning increase in construction of hyperscale datacenters (HSDCs). As per Wisconsin Executive Order #18 Relating to an Affirmation of the Intergovernmental Relationships Among the State of Wisconsin and Tribal Nations Located Within the State, the [TRIBE’S NAME] wishes to consult in order to better understand all the state rules and permits that apply to HSDC’s siting and permitting as well as recommend potential policy changes that might help address some of our concerns regarding HSDC’s.

While our Tribe understands the current planned expansion of utility power infrastructure to serve electricity to feed proposed HSDCs that consume more than 100 MW continuously, consultation is also requested to discuss several concerns that the [TRIBE’S NAME] holds based on our and neighboring Tribes regarding these facilities and their associated infrastructure.  

The [TRIBE’S NAME] wishes to better understand all the state rules and permits that apply to HSDCs and recommend potential policy changes that might help address some of our concerns regarding HSDCs. While the [TRIBE’S NAME] is grateful for Wisconsin’s ongoing efforts to update and engage with our Tribe with existing public notifications, however in regard to HSDC’s, formal consultation is required in order to share our concerns in a government-to-government setting.  

The [TRIBE’S NAME]’s primary concerns for HSDC’s focus on the use of non-disclosure agreements (NDAs), the use of vast amounts of public resources like water and air quality, as well as potential impacts to treaty lands, energy affordability, and reliability.

Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs) 

The use of NDAs by these companies in concert with state/local governments is a direct threat to our reserved rights and sovereignty. Without publicly available objective information about the size and scope of these projects, our members cannot rely on state and local government to fully understand, consider, and protect Tribal treaty-reserved rights over resources both on and off reservation lands. For example: many proposed projects around the Great Lakes appear to have impacts on water availability, groundwater resources, and wetlands that would be filled in and paved to create these facilities – no local government is adequately weighing and publicly discussing the damage to Tribal resources when habitat and surface/ground water resources are destroyed or locked up in violation of treaty obligations. The use of NDAs must be changed significantly so that our Tribe and our members can be fully informed about impacts before they happen and before permits are issued.  

Treaty Rights 

Because many, if not all, of these projects will have large impacts on treaty-protected hunting and fishing rights and other sovereign rights of the [TRIBE’S NAME], from several existing treaties. The best way forward for our Tribe and for all Tribes within Wisconsin includes full and frank consultation before these projects are authorized by any state or local unit of government. Consultation should occur both at the programmatic/landscape level, as well as project-by-project with any Tribe who may be impacted through their lands or resources, including ceded territories where treaty rights have been retained. Consultation should occur prior to and following full environmental review, which also should be done programmatically and project-by-project. * 

[* Insert other specific, land-based treaty rights talking points your Tribe may have that provide details. For example]: 
Many Midwest Tribes retained off-reservation treaty rights under treaties like the 1837 Treaty of St. Peters and 1842 Treaty of La Pointe with the Chippewa; all negotiated with the United States.  This exercise of treaty rights to hunt, fish, and gather continues today, for example, within ceded lands within northern Wisconsin.  Vital to treaty rights are available and healthy resources along with appropriate access. We wish to consult to discuss potential impacts from HSDC’s to this ceded territory and our ability to maintain treaty rights for present and future generations.”

Water is Life 

Water is critical to our lives, our collective Tribal identity and each person’s well-being. We are responsible for protecting surface water and groundwater for future generations. Water resources must not be wasted on projects that may not serve the public or local region’s needs. Existing uses, including traditional hunting, gathering, fishing and cultural practices, should not be imperiled for HSDCs, crypto mines, or other AI infrastructure that could be abruptly closed when the bottom falls out of a speculative market. Our Tribe protects these resources and has done so since time immemorial and it is imperative that the state consult with us to ensure that we work together to protect public resources like water and air quality while we all move forward with any sustainable development plans.  

Electrical Affordability and Reliability  

[TRIBE’S NAME] is actively engaged with energy development as part of our efforts to secure energy sovereignty. Some Tribes within our state struggle with access to affordable and reliable electricity, so the [TRIBE’S NAME] is working to ensure we have access to cheap, clean and reliable sources of electricity for our Tribal members and businesses. State regulators must not prioritize the expansion of HSDCs if these cannot be planned intentionally to improve and expand access to [TRIBE’S NAME] development of solar and other renewable resources. NDAs prevent Tribes from understanding the potential impacts to the existing energy infrastructure we rely on for the [TRIBE’S NAME] power. Data centers should only be approved if they can be powered with a sustainable renewable energy source that respects Tribal energy sovereignty, does not threaten raising utility rates, or threaten public resources.  

[bookmark: _Int_qyD5Tnhp][TRIBE’S NAME] can be strong partners in developing sustainably sized data centers in this state. Our local knowledge, ability to think long-term about siting and renewables, as well as our expert staff, makes development with a Tribe a better option than working with a large technology company with no connection to this region or the land. We request consultation to ensure better regulatory certainty to protect public resources, find a way to limit the use of NDAs, and then together we can collaboratively grow industry in ways that benefit local communities and serve everyone’s interests.  

Until these concerns are met, we ask you to place a hold on HSDC development in this state. It is foolish to rush into this without a better understanding of how short-term development will have lasting long-term impacts on our lands, waters, members, cultural practices, and existing livelihoods and industries. This should be done with legislation or with executive action if legislation is not immediately available.  Such legislative or executive action requires Tribal consultation to be correctly tailored to address identified harms and concerns. 

We look forward to your response and look forward to coordinating a consultation with you and/or your designated representative. To schedule a consultation please contact (LIST A STAFF NAME, TITLE, EMAIL ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER). Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. 


Sincerely, 	
______________________

Signature
NAME
TITLE 
Tribe Name
Contact info 

CC:

Kara Pennoyer, Wisconsin Public Service Commission Chief of Staff

Matt Sweeney, Wisconsin Public Service Commission Executive Assistant

Meghan Sovey, Wisconsin Public Service Commission Director of Communications and External Affairs.

Joe Pater, Wisconsin Public Service Commission’s Office of Energy Innovation

Maria Redmond, Wisconsin Office of Sustainability
















MTERA TEMPLATE COMMENT LETTERS
To Midwest State Governors
MINNESOTA

NOTE: MTERA recommends that you begin your comment letter with introductory remarks regarding the signatory position within the Tribe. The more individualized the letter, the greater its potential impact. Feel free to add your own arguments or specific stories that will make this educational for your state governor. This letter should be sent on Tribal letterhead and signed by the Tribe’s leader with key staff included in the letter to help coordinate the consultation.  Be sure to replace the highlighted text with your own text. If you need help sending your letter to your state governor, please contact MTERA for assistance by emailing andy.bessler@mtera.org

DATE

Honorable Governor Tim Walz						
State of Minnesota
130 State Capitol
75 Rev Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.						          
St. Paul, MN 55155
 
Dear Honorable Governor Walz

On behalf of the [TRIBE’S NAME,] I am requesting government-to-government consultation with you and/or your delegated representative to discuss the concerns included below regarding the sudden and concerning increase in construction of hyperscale datacenters (HSDCs). As you know, MN Stat. 10.65 states that: "Timely and meaningful consultation between the state of Minnesota and Minnesota Tribal governments will facilitate better understanding and informed decision-making by allowing for communication on matters of mutual interest and help to establish mutually respectful and beneficial relationships between the state and Minnesota Tribal governments." In addition, pursuant to this law, MN agencies "must develop and maintain ongoing consultation with the Minnesota Tribal governments related to matters that have Tribal implications. Agencies must consider the input gathered from Tribal consultation into their decision-making processes, with the goal of achieving mutually beneficial solutions."

While our Tribe understands the current planned expansion of utility power infrastructure to serve electricity to feed proposed HSDCs that consume more than 100 MW continuously, consultation is requested to discuss several concerns that the [TRIBE’S NAME] holds based on our and neighboring Tribes regarding these facilities and their associated infrastructure. The [TRIBE’S NAME] wishes to better understand all the state rules and permits that apply to HSDCs and recommend potential policy changes that might help address some of our concerns regarding HSDCs. 

[bookmark: _Int_6P4fUx0C]The [TRIBE’S NAME] acknowledges Minnesota’s ongoing efforts to update and engage with our Tribe with ongoing state’s EQB Notifications for new permits under state review, however in regard to HSDCs, formal consultation is required in order to share our concerns in a government-to-government setting.  The [TRIBE’S NAME]’s primary concerns for HSDC’s focus on the use of non-disclosure agreements (NDAs), the use of vast amounts of public resources like water and air quality, as well as potential impacts to treaty lands, energy affordability and reliability. The [TRIBE’S NAME]’s primary concerns for HSDC’s focus on the use of non-disclosure agreements (NDAs), the use of vast amounts of public resources like water and air quality, as well as potential impacts to treaty lands, energy affordability and reliability.

Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs) 

The use of NDAs by these companies in concert with state/local governments is a direct threat to our reserved rights and sovereignty. Without publicly available objective information about the size and scope of these projects, our members cannot rely on state and local government to fully understand, consider, and protect Tribal treaty-reserved rights over resources both on and off reservation lands. For example: many proposed projects around the Great Lakes appear to have impacts on water availability, groundwater resources, and wetlands that would be filled in and paved to create these facilities – no local government is adequately weighing and publicly discussing the damage to tribal resources when habitat and surface/ground water resources are destroyed or locked up in violation of treaty obligations. The use of NDAs must be changed significantly so that our tribe and our members can be fully informed about impacts before they happen and before permits are issued.  

Treaty Rights 

Because many, if not all, of these projects will have large impacts on treaty-protected rights and sovereign rights of the [TRIBE’S NAME], from several existing treaties. The best way forward for our Tribe and for all Tribes within Minnesota includes a full and frank consultation before these projects are authorized by any state or local unit of government. Consultation should occur both at the programmatic/landscape level, as well as project-by-project with any Tribe who may be impacted through their lands or resources, including ceded territories where treaty rights have been retained. Consultation should occur prior to and following full environmental review, which also should be done programmatically and project-by-project. * 

[* Insert other specific, land-based treaty rights talking points your Tribe may have that provide details. For example]: 
Many Midwest Tribes retained off-reservation treaty rights under treaties like the 1842 Treaty of La Pointe with the Chippewa and 1854 Treaty of LaPointe; all negotiated with the United States.  This exercise of treaty rights to hunt, fish, and gather continues today, for example, within the 1854 Ceded Territory encompassing present-day northeastern Minnesota.  Vital to treaty rights are available and healthy resources along with appropriate access. We wish to consult to discuss potential impacts from HSDC’s to this ceded territory and our ability to maintain treaty rights for present and future generations.”

Water is Life 

Water is critical to our lives, our collective Tribal identity and each person’s well-being. We are responsible for protecting surface water and groundwater for future generations. Water resources must not be wasted on projects that may not serve the public or local region’s needs. Existing uses, including traditional hunting, gathering, fishing and cultural practices, should not be imperiled for HSDCs, crypto mines, or other AI infrastructure that could be abruptly closed when the bottom falls out of a speculative market. Our Tribe protects these resources and has done so since time immemorial and it is imperative that the state consult with us to ensure that we work together to protect public resources like water and air quality while we all move forward with any sustainable development plans.  

Electrical Affordability and Reliability  

[TRIBE’S NAME] is actively engaged with energy development as part of our efforts to secure energy sovereignty. Some Tribes within our state struggle with access to affordable and reliable electricity, so the [TRIBE’S NAME] is working to ensure we have access to cheap, clean and reliable sources of electricity for our Tribal members and businesses. State regulators must not prioritize the expansion of HSDC’s if these cannot be planned intentionally to improve and expand access to [TRIBE’S NAME] development of solar and other renewable resources. NDAs prevent Tribes from understanding the potential impacts to the existing energy infrastructure we rely on for the [TRIBE’S NAME] power. Data centers should only be approved if they can be powered with a sustainable renewable energy source that respects Tribal energy sovereignty, does not threaten raising utility rates or threaten public resources.  

[TRIBE’S NAME] can be strong partners in developing sustainably sized data centers in this state. Our local knowledge, ability to think long-term about siting and renewables, as well as our expert staff, makes development with a Tribe a better option than working with a large technology company with no connection to this region or the land. We request consultation to ensure better regulatory certainty to protect public resources, find a way to limit the use of NDAs, and then together we can collaboratively grow industry in ways that benefit local communities and serve everyone’s interests.  

Until these concerns are met, we ask you to place a hold on HSDC development in this state. It is foolish to rush into this without a better understanding of how short-term development will have lasting long-term impacts on our lands, waters, members, cultural practices, and existing livelihoods and industries. This could be done with executive action or legislation, such as MN Senate File 4298, that requires Tribal consultation be correctly tailored to address identified harms and concerns.  SF 4298 explicitly requires necessary consultation to fully assess Tribes’ unique impacts and concerns.

We look forward to your response and look forward to coordinating a consultation with you and/or your designated representative. To schedule a consultation please contact (LIST A STAFF NAME, TITLE, EMAIL ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER). Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. 


Sincerely, 	
______________________

Signature
NAME
TITLE 
Tribe Name
Contact info 

CC:

Ravyn Gibbs, Policy Advisor, Office of the Governor
Anna Johnson, Policy Advisor, Office of the Governor
Sasha Bergman, Minnesota Public Utility Commission Executive Secretary
Angie McKinley, Minnesota Public Utility Commission Tribal Liaison
Katrina Kessler, Commissioner, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
Sarah Strommen, Commissioner, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Grace Arnold, Commissioner, Minnesota Department of Commerce
Shannon Kesner, Director of Tribal Affairs & Diverse Communities, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
Tracy Burr and Elliot Christensen, Minnesota Tribal Advisory Council on Energy (TACE) Co-Chairs
Chase Christopherson and Jackie Dionne, Minnesota Tribal Advisory Council on Energy (TACE) Tribal Liaisons 



MTERA TEMPLATE COMMENT LETTERS
To Midwest State Governors
MICHIGAN

NOTE: MTERA recommends that you begin your comment letter with introductory remarks regarding the signatory position within the Tribe. The more individualized the letter, the greater its potential impact. Feel free to add your own arguments or specific stories that will make this educational for your state governor. This letter should be sent on Tribal letterhead and signed by the Tribe’s leader with key staff included in the letter to help coordinate the consultation.  Be sure to replace the highlighted text with your own text. If you need help sending your letter to your state governor, please contact MTERA for assistance by emailing andy.bessler@mtera.org

DATE

Honorable Governor Gretchen Whitmer	
State of Michigan
P.O. Box 30013
Lansing, MI 48909
								     
Dear Honorable Governor Whitmer

On behalf of the [TRIBE’S NAME], I am requesting government-to-government consultation with you and/or your delegated representative to discuss the concerns included below regarding the sudden and concerning increase in construction of hyperscale datacenters (HSDCs). 

While our Tribe understands the current planned expansion of utility power infrastructure to serve electricity to feed proposed HSDC’s that consume more than 100 MW continuously, consultation is requested to discuss several concerns that the [TRIBE’S NAME] holds based on our and neighboring Tribes regarding these facilities and their associated infrastructure.  

The [TRIBE’S NAME]’s primary concerns for HSDC’s focus on the use of non-disclosure agreements (NDA’s), the use of vast amounts of public resources like water and air quality, as well as potential impacts to treaty lands, energy affordability and reliability. The [TRIBE’S NAME] acknowledges Michigan’s ongoing efforts to update and engage with our Tribe, such as providing regular communications through the MI PSC’s Tribal Liaison, but in regard to our concerns with HSDC’s, formal consultation is required in order to discuss our concerns in a government-to-government setting.  
 
Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs) 

The use of nondisclosure agreements (NDAs) by these companies in concert with state/local governments is a direct threat to our reserved rights and sovereignty. Without publicly available objective information about the size and scope of these projects, our members cannot rely on state and local government to fully understand, consider, and protect Tribal treaty-reserved rights over resources both on and off reservation lands. For example: many proposed projects around the Great Lakes appear to have impacts on water availability, groundwater resources, and wetlands that would be filled in and paved to create these facilities – no local government is adequately weighing and publicly discussing the damage to Tribal resources when habitat and surface/ground water resources are destroyed or locked up in violation of treaty obligations. The use of NDAs must be changed significantly so that our Tribe and our members can be fully informed about impacts before they happen and before permits are issued.  

Treaty Rights 

Because many, if not all, of these projects will have large impacts on treaty-protected rights and sovereign rights of the [TRIBE’S NAME], from several existing treaties. The best way forward for our Tribe and for all Tribes within Michigan includes a full and frank consultation before these projects are authorized by any state or local unit of government. Consultation should occur both at the programmatic/landscape level, as well as project-by-project with any Tribe who may be impacted through their lands or resources, including ceded territories where treaty rights have been retained. Consultation should occur prior to and following full environmental review, which also should be done programmatically and project-by-project. * 

[* Insert other specific, land-based treaty rights talking points your Tribe may have that provide details. For example]: 
Many Midwest Tribes retained off-reservation treaty rights under treaties like the 1807 Treaty of Detroit, the 1819 Saginaw Treaty, the 1821 Chicago Treaty, and the 1836/1855 Washington Treaties, which collectively ceded most of Michigan's land. all negotiated with the United States.  This exercise of treaty rights to hunt, fish, and gather continues today.  Vital to treaty rights are available and healthy resources along with appropriate access. We wish to consult to discuss potential impacts from HSDC’s to this ceded territory and our ability to maintain treaty rights for present and future generations.”

Water is Life 

Water is critical to our lives, our collective Tribal identity and each person’s well-being. We are responsible for protecting surface water and groundwater for future generations. Water resources must not be wasted on projects that may not serve the public or local region’s needs. Existing uses, including traditional hunting, gathering, fishing and cultural practices, should not be imperiled for HSDCs, crypto mines, or other AI infrastructure that could be abruptly closed when the bottom falls out of a speculative market. Our Tribe protects these resources and has done so since time immemorial and it is imperative that the state consult with us to ensure that we work together to protect public resources like water and air quality while we all move forward with any sustainable development plans.  

Electrical Affordability and Reliability  

[TRIBE’S NAME] is actively engaged with energy development as part of our efforts to secure energy sovereignty. Some Tribes within our state struggle with access to affordable and reliable electricity, so the [TRIBE’S NAME] is working to ensure we have access to cheap, clean and reliable sources of electricity for our Tribal members and businesses. State regulators must not prioritize the expansion of HSDC’s if these cannot be planned intentionally to improve and expand access to [TRIBE’S NAME] development of solar and other renewable resources. NDAs prevent Tribes from understanding the potential impacts to the existing energy infrastructure we rely on for the TRIBE’S NAME] 
power. Data centers should only be approved if they can be powered with a
sustainable renewable energy source that respects Tribal energy sovereignty, does not threaten raising utility rates, or threaten public resources.  

[TRIBE’S NAME] can be strong partners in developing sustainably sized data centers in this state. Our local knowledge, ability to think long-term about siting and renewables, as well as our expert staff, makes development with a Tribe a better option than working with a large technology company with no connection to this region or the land. We request consultation to ensure better regulatory certainty to protect public resources, find a way to limit the use of NDAs, and then together we can collaboratively grow industry in ways that benefit local communities and serve everyone’s interests.  

Until these concerns are met, we ask you to place a hold on HSDC development in this state. It is foolish to rush into this without a better understanding of how short-term development will have lasting long-term impacts on our lands, waters, members, cultural practices, and existing livelihoods and industries. This should be done with legislation, or with executive action if legislation is not immediately available. Such legislative or executive action requires Tribal consultation to be correctly tailored to address identified harms and concerns.

We look forward to your response and look forward to coordinating a consultation with you and/or your designated representative. To schedule a consultation please contact (LIST A STAFF NAME, TITLE, EMAIL ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER). Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. 


Sincerely, 	
______________________

Signature
NAME
TITLE 
Tribe Name
Contact info 

CC:
Lisa Felice, Executive Secretary, Michigan Public Service Commission 
Jaime Stuck, Michigan Office of the Tribal Legislative Liaison
Jennifer Brooks, Michigan Public Service Commission Tribal Liaison
Kathleen Lambeth, Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy Tribal Liaison
Bill Bernier, Executive Director, Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan




